Learning Lab Fall 2022
Learning Lab classes are hands-on, high interest enrichment classes for
students. Classes challenge students academically and creatively. Students
will make new friends while exploring topics in-depth and developing
new skills. Class sizes are limited to ensure optimal student/teacher
interaction. Excellent teachers are chosen for expertise in their area and
their skill working with bright students. Classes are open to all.
In-Person Requirements:
Currently, masks are recommended, not required. Protocols are
subject to change, based on local conditions/guidelines.
Learning Lab Dates:
Saturdays - October 8, 15, 22, 29 & November 5, 12
Learning Lab Location:
Wydown Middle School, 6500 Wydown 63105
Learning Lab Tuition & Payment:
Classes are $100/six-week class, payable online or by check.
For More Information: Contact the GRC office at (314) 962-5920
or info@giftedresourcecouncil.org.
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Novel Engineering
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You Only Know a Fraction of What We Do
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Keeping Our Water Clean
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You Only Know a Fraction of What We Do
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3rd - 4th

Novel Engineering

3rd - 8th
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Architecture Meets Mythology: Latin America
LEGO Mindstorms Robotics - Advanced

3 -8

LEGO Mindstorms Robotics - Beginner

4 -8

Checkmate! Advanced Chess

4th - 8th

Plutarch the Pundit

4th - 8th

Empires

5th - 8th

Animal Conservation

Storytellers of the Tabletop (Dungeons & Dragons): Virtual Class!
Saturdays 1:30 - 3:00 or 3:15 - 4:45
Dates: October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 and Nov. 12.

Class Descriptions – Fall 2022
NEW - Animal Conservation
Grades 5th - 8th
9:30 - 11:00
Grades 3rd - 4th 11:15 - 12:45
Prepare to immerse yourself in the natural world that
surrounds us! Have you ever found yourself amazed by
the brilliant colors of poison dart frogs? Or by the
majestic grandeur of the mighty elephant? In this course
we’ll study what conservationists around the world do to
protect these creatures, what we can do everyday, and
we’ll hypothesize longer term projects that could help
protect some of our favorite endangered species!
Instructor: Michael Mahon

NEW - Architecture Meets Mythology,
Latin America
Grades 1st & 2nd 9:30 - 11:00
Grades 3rd & 4th 11:15 - 12:45
From the Caribbean to the Amazon rainforest, tour
Latin America through mythology, art and architecture!
Explore Aztec floating gardens and the Cathedral of
Brasilia; llama weaving and zentangle fire serpent art; the
Quetzacoatl (god of sun, wind, and learning) and
treasure-guarding Carbunclo. These are just a few of the
concepts you’ll learn about or create! Immerse yourself
in a different building challenge and art adventure
weekly. Tons of hands-on projects and fun!
Instructor: Lisa Bader

Body Brainiacs
Grades 1st - 2nd
9:30 - 11:00
st
11:15
- 12:45
Grades K - 1
Ever wonder how your body works? Let's journey
through the human body and discover what makes us
human. How do the different parts of the brain affect
all other parts of our bodies? How do the heart and
lungs work together to deliver oxygenated blood? Create
an edible heart model and check your pulse at rest and
while exercising. Build a model set of lungs. Follow your
lunch on its journey through the digestive system.
Explore how the small bones in your back help the body
bend while the long bones do not. Hands-on experiments and activities get us to the heart of the matter!
Instructor: Kara Viviano

Checkmate! - Beginning Chess
Grades K - 3rd 9:30 - 11:00
If your child is just learning chess (or wants to learn!),
this class is the perfect place to start. Learn the basics of
chess, how to begin the game, strategies such as pins
and forks, how to queen a pawn and how to checkmate
with Queen and King or Rook and King at the end of
the game, all while playing and having fun. Benefits of
the game for all levels: Problem-solving skills, coping
with the consequences of your decisions, and good

sports behavior.
Instructor: Stephen Randoll

Checkmate! - Advanced Chess
Grades 4th - 8th 11:15 - 12:45
Learn advanced concepts in chess, including openings
to produce swift checkmating attacks or the win of
material, learn how to plan ahead in chess and create
positions where tactical themes can be used, all while
playing and having fun. Benefits of the game for all
levels: Problem-solving skills, coping with the
consequences of your decisions, and good sports
behavior.
Instructor: Stephen Randoll

NEW - Empires!
Grades 4th - 8th 11:15 - 12:45
A look at empires from the Bronze Age to World War
II. Who was the first person in recorded history to rule
over an empire? What defines an empire anyway?
Beginning with Sargon of Akkad, we’ll explore a variety
of empires and how they were ruled, looking at Persia,
the Qin Dynasty, the Aztecs, the German conquest of
Europe under Hitler, and more!
Instructor: Art Koenig

Keeping Our Water Clean!

Grades 2nd - 3rd
9:30 - 11:00
We all like clean water! In this fun, hands-on class, you’ll
plunge into learning about different causes of water
pollution and ways we can all help reduce the impact of
pollution. How much garbage is floating in our oceans?
What are we doing about it? Learn how to filter water to
clean it. Mop up a simulated oil spill! You’ll soak up all
sorts of good information about sustainability and
taking care of the earth.
Instructor: Von Walker

LEGO Mindstorms Robotics - Beginning
Grades 3rd - 8th
9:30 - 11:00
This is your chance to learn the basics of LEGO
Mindstorms EV3 robots! Consider a real-world
problem, create your hypothesis, program your solution
and test your results! Build a rover-type robot to handle
some basic tasks and experiment with other features of
the kits. Apply the engineering process to your project.
Problem-solving skills and creativity using robotics
technology prove that the possibilities are endless.
Instructor: Lisa Hummel

LEGO Mindstorms Robotics - Advanced
Grades 3rd - 8th
11:15 - 12:45
If you’ve taken at least a beginning Mindstorms class,
now you can go further! Learn more and work on

harder challenges, based on your skill level. Build and
program working robots which respond to
your commands as well as information from their
environments. Working with a partner, you can even
design your own robot from scratch! You'll learn to
control your creation using multiple sensors, various
moving parts, and complex programs that allow the
robot to assess its environment and make decisions.
You will be given a specific challenge to accomplish
with your programming at the beginning of each class.
Instructor: Lisa Hummel

NEW - Novel Engineering
Grades 3rd & 4th
9:30 - 11:00
st
nd
11:15
- 12:45
Grades 1 & 2
Books & Bridges! Tales & Tools! Paragraphs &
Problems! Like to read? Like to build? In this hightouch, hands-on class you’ll identify original problems
in books and then design realistic solutions for the
characters to use. Maybe you’ll be designing a way for
Ralph to get his motorcycle out of the wastebasket. Or
a way to protect the three little javelinas from the
coyote. Or a device to move James’ giant peach away
from the sharks! Read, think critically and problem
solve with your favorite characters in this “novel”
learning lab! (Books will be differentiated for the
younger and older classes.)
Instructor: Becky Lee

Plutarch the Pundit
Grades 4th - 8th 9:30 - 11:00
Who was the better military leader - Pericles or Fabius?
Who was a joker - Cicero or Demosthenes? The
ancient Greek author, philosopher and priest of
Apollo, Plutarch, offers vignettes of illustrious Greeks
and Romans that answer these questions. His book,
Plutarch’s Lives, looks at pairs of Greek and Roman men
through a sometimes scathing, sometimes humorous
lens. Explore Plutarch’s assessments of the men listed
above, as well as Alexander the Great and Gaius Julius
Caesar; Demetrius and Mark Antony; Lysander and
Lucius Cornelius Sulla.
Instructor: Art Koenig

NEW - You Only Know a Fraction of What
We Do!
Grades 3rd & 4th 9:30 - 11:00
Grades 1st & 2nd 11:15 - 12:45
What are fractions all about anyway? Let’s simplify this
problem! Learn about the different types of fractions
and fun things to do with them. We’ll get hands-on
with food fractions and other manipulatives. Fractions
will become whole-y relatable in this math class that
has no equivalent! Bring on the fraction action!
Instructor: Casye Butler

Storytellers of the Tabletop! (Virtual)
Grades 5–9
Saturdays
1:30 - 2:45
3:00 - 4:30

Calling all wanderers, thrill-seekers and heroes looking
for excitement, fellowship and greatness! Create
characters, solve problems and fight monsters with
nothing but a character sheet and your imagination!
Join your fellow adventurers on this quest in the
tabletop roleplaying game Dungeons & Dragons. The
focus will be communication-heavy collaborative
storytelling, teamwork and relationship building
through social play and lots of creative fun! No
additional books or items or required, although
students might want a physical set of dice to roll.
(Parents, here’s a good introductory video to D&D if
you’re not already familiar with the game):
https://
www.youtube.comwatch?v=BgvHNlgmKro&ab_channel=TheDungeoncast

Instructor: Hollis Moore
Class will be taught using Zoom, so students will
need a device that has a camera and microphone.
Headphones are highly recommended!

Learning Lab Details
Eligibility: All children are eligible to participate in
Learning Lab classes. They do not need to be enrolled in
gifted programming at their schools.
Safety: All in-person classes will be held in accordance with
St. Louis County guidelines regarding Covid-19. Masks are
not currently required. Students should NOT attend class if
they have any symptoms or a known exposure to anyone
who has tested positive for Covid-19.
Dismissal: Children must be picked up promptly at the end
of class. If your child has signed up for two classes in a row,
he or she will be supervised during the short break between
classes, and you will pick up at the end of the second class.
Notification: If the class your child signed up for is full or
cancelled, you will be notified and given the opportunity to
sign up for an alternate class.
Photos: Pictures will be taken of Learning Lab classes, and
may be used for promotional purposes. If you do not want
your child’s photo used, please contact the office in writing
before the start of classes.

Instructors
Lisa Bader, B.S., Missouri Baptist University, elementary
teacher
Casye Butler, M.S., Grand Canyon University, elementary
teacher, Ferguson-Florissant School District
Lisa Hummel, M.A., Lindenwood University, middle school
science teacher, Ferguson-Florissant School District
Art Koenig, A.M., German Literature, Washington
University, GRC’s “Renaissance Man”
Rebecca Lee, M.A., Lindenwood University, elementary
teacher, Ferguson-Florissant School District
Michael Mahon, M.A., Lindenwood University, teacher,
Selvidge Middle School
Hollis Moore, Ball State University, gifted specialist,
Kirkwood School District
Stephen Randoll, Ph.D. St. Louis University, history
professor St. Charles Community College, Rated USCF
National Expert
Kara Viviano, B.A., Lindenwood University, elementary
teacher, St. Louis Public Schools
Von Mitchell Walker, B.S., Harris-Stowe State University,
elementary education

Parenting Classes – Fall 2022
Come explore the various joys and challenges of raising bright, gifted children
with us. Local experts in gifted education and child development will lead
presentations/discussions on a wide range of topics.
Classes are $15 each or FREE with a GRC membership (starting at $60/year).
Classes will begin at 11:15 am and will run about 90 minutes total, with time for
Q&A. These are interactive sessions, where we welcome questions and
discussion.
October 8 - Advocating for the Gifted: Help for You and Your Child in
Getting Your Needs Met at School and Home - Agnes Meyo, Psy.D., Clinical
psychologist, private practice
November 5 - What Do I Need to Know About "Giftedness" in 2022? Nancy Bonn-Winkler, M.Ed., Gifted Counselor, Rockwood School District
November 12 - Topic TBA - Rick Hasler, M.A. in gifted education, Gifted
specialist at MOSAICS Academy
Additional session to be announced!

GRC Membership
Your membership will help us improve existing programs, extend offerings and reach more children. You also receive benefits like
priority registration, program discounts, and free parenting classes. It’s quick, easy and tax-deductible (as allowed by law). Sign up
by adding the appropriate amount to the total on the Learning Lab form or joining online. Memberships are valid for one year.
Wise Philanthropist ($1,000+)
▪ Priority registration for all programs
▪ FREE parenting classes ($160 value)
▪ FREE Learning Lab course
▪ $50 discount off a Summer Academy
▪ Learning Lab scholarship in your name at
your request
▪ Use of GRC library
▪ GRC logo lapel pin
Brilliant Benefactor ($500 - $999)
▪ Priority registration for all programs
▪ FREE parenting classes ($160 value)
▪ FREE Learning Lab course
▪ $50 discount off a Summer Academy
▪ Learning Lab scholarship in your name at
your request
▪ Use of GRC library
Talented Patron ($250 - $499)
▪ Priority registration for all programs
▪ FREE parenting classes ($160 value)
▪ $10 off two Learning Lab courses
▪ $50 discount off a Summer Academy
▪ Use of GRC library

Sharp Sponsor ($150 - $249)
▪ Priority registration for all programs
▪ FREE parenting classes ($160 value)
▪ $10 off two Learning Lab courses
▪ $25 discount off a Summer Academy
▪ Use of GRC library
Intelligent Friend ($100 - $149)
▪ Priority registration for all programs
▪ FREE parenting classes ($160 value)
▪ $10 off two Learning Lab courses
▪ Use of GRC library
Gifted Member ($60 - $99)
▪ Priority registration for all programs
▪ FREE parenting classes ($160 value)
▪ Use of GRC library
Imaginative Institution ($100)
▪ For schools and other institutions
▪ Recognition in newsletters and on
website

Registration Form – Fall 2022
(Registration is available by sending in the form below with a check or credit card information or by registering online at www.giftedresourcecouncil.org –
credit card payments will be charged a service fee.)

Child’s name:
Gender:

Age:

Grade/School:

Address (Street/City/State/Zip):

Parent name:

Preferred phone:

Parent name:

Preferred phone:

Parent email(s):
Parent(s) occupations/employer:
EMERGENCY CONTACT (if parents can’t be reached):
Name/relationship:

Phone:

Physician & phone:
Allergies or medical limitations:
How did you learn about GRC?
Race/ethnicity (optional, but useful for GRC when applying for grants!) - please choose any/all that apply:
� American Indian or Alaskan Native � Asian � Black or African American
� White
� Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander

� Hispanic/Latino/a

� Other or additional info:

Please select your child’s class choice(s) from the list(s) below.
SESSION 1:

9:30 - 11:00 - Saturdays

SESSION 2:

11:15 - 12:45 - Saturdays

IN PERSON at Wydown Middle School

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

rd

Checkmate - Beginning Chess (K - 3 )
st

nd

Architecture Meets Mythology: Latin America (1 - 2 )
Body Brainiacs (1st - 2nd )
nd

rd

Keeping Our Water Clean (2 - 3 )
You Only Know a Fraction of What We Do (3rd - 4th )
rd

th

Novel Engineering (3 - 4 )
LEGO Mindstorms Beginning Robotics (3rd - 8th)
th

th

Plutarch the Pundit (4 - 8 )

Body Brainiacs (K - 1st )
Novel Engineering (1st - 2nd )
You Only Know a Fraction of What We Do (1st - 2nd )
Animal Conservation (3rd - 4th )
Architecture Meets Mythology: Latin America (3rd - 4th )
LEGO Mindstorms Advanced Robotics (3rd - 8th )
Checkmate - Advanced Chess (4th - 8th )
Empires (4th - 8th )

Animal Conservation (5th - 8th)
Virtual - 1:30 - 3:00

�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

Virtual - 3:15 - 4:45

� Dungeons & Dragons (5th - 9th )

Dungeons & Dragons (5th - 9th )

No refunds after October 1, 2022. Members’ priority
registration good until Sept. 18. All others taken on a
first-come, first-served basis.

Total Fees Enclosed:
Class(es):
Membership:
(optional)

Are you a current member of GRC? � Yes

� No

Would you like to become a member? � Yes
At which level?

Return form & payment to: Gifted Resource Council
357 Marshall Ave., Ste. 6
St. Louis, MO 63119

� No

TOTAL:
Payable by check to: Gifted Resource Council
or credit card (transaction fee charged):
Credit card #:
Exp. Date:
Security code:
Name on card:

